
Abstract

In the last three decades, a new approach to the study of medieval and early modern European courts has been developed by applying 
several new methodologies. One of the aspects receiving the most attention is court space. Its significant element was so called Royal 
Geographies, referring to properties that belonged to the ruling dynasty. These spaces set new trends in art, fashion and education, consti­
tuted a diverse, global network that made royal power more visible and effective, and, perhaps most importantly, served as centres of 
power that helped to shape early modern European monarchies. The talk will present the general evolution of the system of Royal Geo­
graphies of the Spanish monarchy all over Europe and in other continents, such as America or Asia, from the Late Middle Ages to the end 
of the 17th century, and the role they played in shaping the image of rulers and dynasties.

José Eloy Hortal Muñoz is Associate Professor of Early Modern History at the University Rey Juan Carlos in Madrid, Spain. His main research 
interests are the political history of the Habsburg Netherlands at the XVIth and XVII th centuries, the Courts of Brussels and Madrid at both 
centuries, the royal guards of the Spanish Habsburgs and, lastly, the royal sites and geographies.
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